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ever before. This “collateral damage” from a criminal record  
persists decades following the arrest or conviction, and in 
some cases even after the conviction is vacated. What to 
do about this and the difficulties presented by a criminal 
record create many complications for reentry and rehabili-
tation efforts. The National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers (NACDL) offers several recommendations toward 
restoration56:

  1.	 The United States should embark on a national 
effort to end the second-class legal status and stig-
matization of persons who have fulfilled the terms 
of a criminal sentence.

  2.	 All mandatory collateral consequences should be 
disfavored and are never appropriate unless substan-
tially justified by the specific offense conduct.

  3.	 Discretionary collateral consequences should be 
imposed only when the offense conduct is recent 
and directly related to a particular benefit or 
opportunity.

  4.	 Full restoration of rights and status should be avail-
able to convicted individuals upon completion of 
sentence.

  5.	 Congress and federal agencies should provide indi-
viduals with federal convictions with meaningful 
opportunities to regain rights and status, and indi-
viduals with state convictions with mechanisms  
to avoid collateral consequences imposed by  
federal law.

  6.	 Individuals charged with a crime should have an 
opportunity to avoid conviction and the collateral 
consequences that accompany it.

  7.	 Employers, landlords, and other decision makers should be encouraged to offer 
opportunities to individuals with criminal records, and unwarranted discrimination 
based on a criminal record should be prohibited.

  8.	 Jurisdictions should limit access to and use of criminal records for non–law enforce-
ment purposes, and should ensure that records are complete and accurate.

  9.	 Defense lawyers should consider avoiding, mitigating, and relieving collateral conse-
quences to be an integral part of the representation of a client.

10.	 NACDL will initiate public education programs and advocacy aimed at curtail-
ing collateral consequences and eliminating the social stigma that accompanies 
conviction.

Many inmates are released from prison on parole. Parole represents a provisional 
release of a prisoner, who is then expected to meet the expectations and conditions of the 
parole board. In most states, members of the parole board are appointed by the governor 
and confirmed by the senate. Initially, a parole hearing is held to determine if an offender 
has served the minimum terms of his or her incarceration and is ready for release. Not all 
inmates are released at parole hearings. Victims and relatives of victims have the option 
of attending the hearing and are allowed to make a statement. Also, victims or family 
members may offer statements through a representative, by video, in a written statement, 
or in person, and they have the right to be notified of the board’s final decision.57

Released inmates face significant barriers after release. 

How can community members help with the reentry of 

ex-offenders?
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